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SPRING '98 — 11'S A WRAP 


RUNWAY ROUNDUP 


Fashion runs the gamut this season — from over the 
top maximization to sleek minimalism. There’s a very 
strong emphasis on eveningwear and an element of 
ethnicity. Carrying over from Fall are these key trends: 
shine, print and pattern mixes, knitwear, structure and 

vansparency. We give a definite thumbs up to the fol- 
lowing collection highlights. 


Couture trained WILLIAM 
CALVERT produces a strong 
late day collection that focuses 
on form and exquisite work- 
manship. Four stars go to the 
jersey cardigan dress, fash- 
ioned from one continuous 
piece of fabric, with a wrap 


THE LUXE LOOK 


Romance, femininity, opulence, glamour — these are 
the words being bantered about when discussing the 
direction that accessories are taking. On and off the 
runways, designers offer their own interpretation of — 
these trends. What are the rules? There are none. 
q@yonen are free to define their own looks this Spring. 


back.detail; the elegant silk 
flamboyant crepe, bias-cut, 
cylinder dress suspended from 
a jersey bra; and the long black 
column with silk/Lycra satin 
back. CHRISTINA PERRIN 
does airy little dresses. Espe- 


continued on page 3 


“Incomparable,” the third 
largest cut diamond in the 
world; the fancy yellow Tif- 
fany diamond; and Elizabeth 


Setting the tone for the season, 
The Museum of Natural 
History’s “Nature of Dia- 
monds” exhibition features _ 
breathtaking gems, such as the 
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"THE LUXE LOOK" continued from page 1 


Taylor’s emerald cut Krupp 
diamond. DONALD DEAL 
adorns his stylish fashions with 
diamonds and pearls. A double 
strand necklace of black and 
white pearls, drop earrings and 
diamond bracelets (HARRY 
WINSTON) impart unmistak- 
able glamour to his gowns of 
blush and white crepe sable. 
BOB MACKIE’s name is syn- 
onymous with luxury and he 
doesn’t disappoint. Glamorous 
women and Hollywood stars 
will be transported to the 
Edwardian era in his jet dog 
collars. He shows these with a 
black crepe, fitted dinner suit 
and a black beaded striped lace 
over blush chiffon strapless 
gown. HENRY DUNAY offers 
a magnificent necklace with 
stations of blue aquamarines 
bolted together with 18k con- 
nectors. M. & J. SAVITT show 
wide pearl cuffs, and geometric 
pins that are set with pavé 
diamonds, colored stones and 
pearls. Pavé diamonds also 
turn up at JOSEPHINE 
















ENZO ANGIOLINI 


SEIDITA FOR MARIO 
VALENTINO, in cuffs and 
pave square earrings 
(SWAROVSKI). She shows 
these with her black silk crepe 
tuxedo. YOSHIYUKI KONISHI 
combines the heat saturated 
colors of the Mogul empire 
with a subtle Japanese sensi- 
bility. A strapless crocheted 
top with layered tulle skirting, 
in fire red, is set off by a triple 
strand ruby bracelet. A deli- 
cate chain necklace, 
interspersed with crystal 
stations, is worn with his 
beaded tank and long 
shantung skirt. JENNIFER 
GEORGE eschews her crisp 
tailoring this season in favor 
of a nostalgic Edwardian 
mood. She too shows an an- 
tique jet rope necklace 
(JAMES II GALLERIES) with 
her black beaded chiffon 
blouse and ivory tulle skirt; 
while a beaded jet choker sets 
off a black faille coat and full 
skirt in black silk. NINE WEST’s 
jewelry collection aims to 
satisfy every mood. There are 
delicate sterling pieces ac- 
cented with freshwater pearls, 
gold mesh chokers and basket 
weave collars and cuffs. 


_ Shoes take the spotlight with 


_ unexpected diversity. They 


range from Japanese inspired 
pancake flats to mules, plat- 
forms, sexy stilettos, even 
“designer” sneakers. In a 
playful collection, BERNARD 
FIGUEROA plays up acid 
colors and nude shades in 
metallic nappa, shiny straw 
and soft suede. After dark, 
there’s a delicately embroidered 
black mesh, pointed toe, high 
heeled sling back. ZEITGEIST 
goes arty for day, with 
D’Orsay pumps and mules in 








A. TESTONI 





wildly textured Anaconda 
snake. Honey wood platforms 
have minimal soft bronze up- 
pers. STUART WEITZMAN’s 
shoes run the gamut from 
slinky spike heels to casual 
flats. There are smooth leath 

in pewter and honey tones, @ 
sleek python, and clear vinyl 
shoes with Lucite heels. See- 
through vinyl looks cool in 
BENETTON’s blue platform 
sandal and snap-front tote. The 
latter takes clear Lucite 
handles. This works right 
through Summer with their 
long denim slip dress. Benetton 
also shows denim totes with 
outside zipper pockets and 
Lucite handles. BCBG’s MAX 
AZRIA takes a simple ap- 
proach to footwear with a clear 
vinyl cross-strapped slide on a 
black block heel — nice with a 
white cotton sharkskin, apron 
dress. Oval toed gunmetal 
pancake flats accompany a 
wrap dress in chamois colored 
ombré silk, worn over sraph® 
sharkskin pants. ENZO 
ANGIOLINI likes bright 
strappy stiletto sandals in pink, 
purple or lime suede, and sexy 
gold metal mesh sandals on 
curved mid heels. In 
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"RUNWAY ROUNDUP" continued from page 1 


cially pretty is her layered pale 
ray chiffon, with flocked 
velvet floral pattern, atop a 
charmeuse slip. BETSEY 
JOHNSON’s delicate lingerie 
looks include a blush, embroi- 
dered point d’ esprit dress, a 
mint dot-net cardigan and slip 
dress, and the pink beaded 
rayon cardigan and rose chif- 
fon jersey slip. DONNA HAAG 
takes us on a whirlwind tour of 
Hollywood’s Golden Era fea- 
turing: Gene Tierney’s bisque, 
stretch chiffon dress, with 
beaded and embroidered 
bodice; Loretta Young’s 
wrapped, cotton, halter 
sundress, in lilac; and Rita 
Hayworth’s birch matte satin, 
tea length, strapless dress with 
feather chubby. Pretty late day 
dresses are NICOLE MILLER’s 
forte. Among the strongest is a 
@racile two-tone orange/hot 
pink bias chiffon, and a beige, 
stretch silk georgette, beaded 
dress in a giraffe pattern. In 
SISLEY’s minimalist collec- 
tion, the subtle Oriental 
references stand out, particu- 
larly in the transparent ankle 
length dress edged with tiny 
geometric shapes, and the long 
airy, double voile dress, in 
black, with a geometric beige 
insert. Elegant excess is the 
mood at SULLY BONNELLY. 
This works best in the gray 
lace Empire tank dress with 
layers of shirred tulle, and a 
gray chiffon gown with a lace 
embroidered floral motif, 
bugle bead straps, and yellow 
silk georgette lining. OSCAR 
e la RENTA offers an en- 
@aance making ruffled black 
tulle ballgown with a flesh 
tone bustier. He also teams 
bouffant iridescent taffeta 
skirts with simple sleeveless 
sweaters. ENRICO COVERI’s 
collection plays to the jet set 


with a long, sexy, front-slit 
shantung dress, and a stun- 
ning silk taffeta Gandhi jacket 
and pants in bronze. He also 
shows a very pretty Orientalist 
water chestnut colored chiffon 
slip dress with satin rose inlay, 
worn under a one-button 





KATAYONE ADELI 


cardigan “China coat.” RALPH 
LAUREN’s in a class by him- 
self with an elegantly 
understated collection. 
Standouts include his cream 
silk georgette beaded bias-cut 
dresses and a meticulously 
shaped pinstripe suit in sand, 
tick weave wool. 


Queen of American sports- 


wear, Linda Allard, in her 
collection for ELLEN TRACY, 
includes such standouts as a 
ladylike sheer Javanese raffia 
tunic, worn over a ribbed 
bandeau and Glen plaid, slit 
skirt; and a sexy black ribbed 
camisole over low slung silk 
crepe evening skirt. 
KENNETH RICHARD likes an 
edgy mix of tough and femi- 
nine. It’s shown to advantage 
in a one-shouldered, copper 
python print leather top, worn 
with soft trousers, and the chic 
ivory cotton blazer, trousers 
and liquid gold shirt. Asian 
simplicity inspires SEARLE’s 
collection. There’s an outstand- 
ing opalescent berry, silk/ 
cotton twill raincoat shown 
with a sheer metallic knit 
pantsuit; and his pearl blue, 
draped, sequin top over 
double-belted, layered gauze 
wrap skirt. Luxurious leathers 
reach their apogee in MARIO 
VALENTINO’s fabulous taupe 
multicolored woven suede slit 
skirt. This is worn witha 
draped camisole in blue 
leather. Also stunning is the 
gossamer weight perforated 
leather floral lace shirt in 
bronze, with a slim copper 
metallic leather skirt. At 
NORMA KAMALI the win- 
ners are her structured suitings 
in sectioned nubuck suede and 
matte snake. Fleetwood Mac’s 
Stevie Nicks is surely the 
inspiration for Kamali’s rich 
hippy full length patchwork 
coat of many (dusty) colors in 
matte snake. This is shown 
over a celadon knit tunic and 
lace knit pants. Also hippy 
inspired is VIVIENNE TAM’s 
Chakra print shell and ombréd 
drawstring pants in muted 
vegetable colors. Her navy, 
lattice embroidered, off-the- 
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'98 MARKET DATES 


RESORT 


SUMMER/TRANSITION NEW YORK AUG. 3-14 
ATLANTA AUG. 27-31 




















NEW YORK JAN. 5-16 CHICAGO — AUG. 28-SEPT. 1 
ATLANTA JAN. 29-FEB. 2 DALLAS AUG. 20-24 
CHICAGO JAN. 25-27 LOS ANGELES AUG. 7-11 
DALLAS JAN | 22-26 MIAMI AUG. 7-10 
LOSANGELES = JAN. 16-20 
MIAMI JAN. 16-19 
FALL 1 
NEW YORK FEBRUARY 16 - 27 
ATLANTA APRIL 2 - 6 SPRIN 
CHICAGO APRIL 5 - 7 NEW YORK OCT. 26-NOV. 13 
DALLAS MARCH 19 - 25 ATLANTA OCT. 29-NOV. 2 
\| | LOS ANGELES MARCH 27 - 31 CHICAGO OCT. 30-NOV. 3 
MIAMI MARCH 27 - 30 DALLAS “OCT. 15-19 
LOS ANGELES NOV. 6-10 
MIAMI OCT. 9-12 
FALL Il 
NEW YORK MARCH 23-APRIL10 sy. 
ATLANTA JUNE 11-15 THE HOLIDAY MARKET IS 
CHICAGO MAY 29-JUNE 2 OFTEN COMBINED WITH THE 
DALLAS JUNE 4-8 | 
LOS ANGELES JUNE 12-16 FALL Il OR RESORT MARKET 
MIAMI MAY 29-JUNE 1 HOWEVER, NEW YORK HAS A 


SEPARATE HOLIDAY MARKET, 
JUNE 1-12. 


SPRING '98 


o TARRY STARRY NIGHTS 


DESIGNER FOCUS 


For Spring, ISAAC MIZRAHI 
takes us on a Greek odyssey, 
with influences that include 
ribbon-bound flowing dresses, 
and simple easy separates 
reminiscent of Mediterranean 
fisherman. Aphrodite is rein- 
carnated as a modern Greek 
goddess, with wearable ‘90s 
chic interpreted via a clean 
neutral palette offset by muse 
green, iris, red, and dusty gold. 
Luxe touches are added for 
evening, and silhouettes veer 
from form-fitting to the capa- 
cious, offering great diversity: 
a gorgeous strappy gown duo, 
th bias-cut and ribbon 
bound, one in georgette 
printed with an ancient frieze, 
the other in satin with an 
Atlantis pattern. Then there’s 
the oversized, mid-calf rub- 
ber/silk raincoat that pops 
over gray wool gauze Bermuda 
shorts and a rinse tech-knit 
shrunken sweater. One of 
Mizrahi’s favorite details this 
season is the wrap, which 
appears at the fly close of 
pants or skirts, rather than at 
the bodice. One example is the 
wrap jeans paired with a muse 
green relic embroidered linen 
shell. Truly versatile, a long, 
single-breasted and sharply 
tailored black tuxedo dress 
goes from lunch to dinner with 
@ecssion while only a grand 














casion — and a svelte form 
— would warrant the heirloom 
lace handknit cashmere gown 
worn with a slip dress beneath. 
Casual sometimes fuses with 
grand for evenings, as in the 
case with the white signature 





shirt worn over relic bugle 
bead trousers, or the white 
linen trousers topped with 
relic bugle bead vest. And, as 
for the Grecian Fantasy, noth- 
ing comes closer than the 
exquisite taupe satin bustier 
ball gown with full structured 
skirt, complete with train. 


BADGLEY MISCHKA also 
take us on a voyage — one that 
is every little girl’s dream. 
Cinderella never had it so 
good! For Spring ’98, beautiful 
hues, often layered to give an 
ethereal effect, swirl and float 
around or cling to the form in 
long sweeping column dresses. 





The soft palette includes blush, 
champagne, ivory, lilac, white, 
mocha, honey, rose and dusk 
in satin, georgette, beaded and 
mended lace, prints and solids, 
with pearl and antique jewel 
beading. A black short group, 
provide contrast in net, taffeta, 
and tissue wool. The silhou- 
ettes here range from a bustier 
figure-hugging number in 
taffeta, that’s embroidered 
with pearl and crystal, toa 
smart wool suit with coat 
length fitted jacket and jet 
caviar tube. However this 
collection shines with its long 
eveningwear, exemplified by 
continued on page 6 
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"STARRY NIGHTS" continued from page 5 


the white chiffon and velvet 
dress with all-over jet Maltese 
beading; and the champagne 
one-shoulder lace gown that’s 
slashed above and below the 
bust, adorned with sugar 
beads and thread work. 


Continuing our fantasy into 
the world of parties and formal 
luncheons, BOB MACKIE 
brings to this season a sumptu- 
ous selection of dresses and 
suits that are designed to 
delight. He first offers a simple 
but elegant group of black and 
ivory. Here we find dramatic 
styles that range from a one- 
shoulder crepe gown, with 
ivory silk Spanish embroidery 
and a flamboyant matching 
fringed shawl, to a black and 
ivory strapless bicolor chiffon 
gown with pearl and crystal 
beading. Then it’s on toa 
cocktail party of pretty colors 
that include light green, aqua- 
marine, frosted coral, mauve, 
blush, silver gray, celadon, 
peach, yellow, and nude. 
Beading and embroideries are 
his favorite garnishes. 
Standouts include the long 
silver beaded lace cardigan 
worn over a gray satin tank 
and matching fluid pants; the 
aquamarine crepe one-shoul- 
der gown with beaded bodice 
and draped skirt; the blush, 
lavender, and peach tulle full- 
skirted ball gown with beaded 
bodice and front panel; and the 
ivory chiffon pants worn un- 
der a sleeveless, ivory and gold 
striped, lace tunic with match- 
ing chiffon coat. 


CAROLINA HERRERA’s 
collection is more contempo- 
rary and chic than it has ever 
been, with a subdued, yet 
elegant, palette of gray, navy, 





BOB MACKIE 


lilac, melon, champagne, sil- 
ver, beige and gunmetal. These 
tones are sparked by pistachio, 
fuchsia, aqua and yellow. Her 
lines are minimalistic, espe- 
cially for day, but the 
simplicity of line is more than 
compensated by superb tailor- 
ing and detail that includes 
embroidery. The daytime 
lengths hover at the knee, as 
with a little gray double-faced 
wool denim sheath, and the 
melon wool, sleeveless 
sundress with slit detailing at 


the hem. Trousers also play a 
major role, exemplified by an 
easy, fluid black georgette 
number, topped with cham- 
pagne embroidered gazar top. 
Herrera takes a sojourn to Asia 
with black patent leather cal- 
ligraphy on a white georgette 
halter dress, but returns to 
Western simplicity with a 
black stretch lace embroidered 
asymmetrical gown, and a 
silver gazar buttonless jacket 
that tops matching trousers. 


The key word at TODD 
OLDHAWM’s is diversity, with 
silhouettes that range from 
skin tight as in his “turban 
dress,” that seems to be ban- 
daged to the body with 
strategic cutouts, to the spec- 
tacular black satin and raffia 
halter top, that cascades into a 
full, multicolored, shredded 
raffia, balloon skirt. The pale 
offers brights comprising 
green, fuchsia, red, sky blue, 
tangerine, periwinkle, and 
saffron juxtaposed with ice 
blue, melon, aqua, black, gold 
and copper. Patterns and 
detailing include fan, birdcage, 
“shredded newspaper,” and 
tropical inspired prints; as well 
as hand painted floral designs, 
fringing and beading, embroi- 
dery, and braided raffia. 
Taking a cue from Rocky, 
Oldham starts off round one 
with a red silk organza boxing 
robe over a red cashmere 
bikini. He evokes the ’20s with 
his silk, cherry print sparkling 
slip dress, adorned with gold 
bead fringe; while a very 
pretty print organza gown, 
with lamé lining, is accented 
with woven ribbon at the bust. 
If sexy is the criteria, look no 
further than a short, gold lamé 
slip dress with jeweled straps 
and beaded insets, complete 


continued on page 7 





"THE LUXE LOOK" continued from page 2 


A. TESTONI's refined collec- 
@. of footwear and handbags, 

nnovative materials combine 
with a fresh color palette. 
Standouts include a tapered 
toe, high vamp slide, accented 
with silver link hardware, in 
drillocalf (a mock crocodile 
patent); and the silver metallic 
lunacalf, low platform, open 
toed slingback sandal. In the 
same pearly silver lunacalf 
there’s a striking top-zip 
shoulder bag with steel buckle 
detail. In sky blue lunacalf, a 
rigid town bag gets a simple 
gold bar signature accent 
across the flap closure. 


Handbag trends run the gamut 
from ethnic and antique mini 
bags to oversized, soft 
crushable basics. CAROLINA 
ERRERA’s handbags reflect a 
ood of understated opulence. 
Ice blue and pistachio silk satin 
clutches are adorned with 
Swarovski crystals in delicate 
floral designs. Intricate hand- 
beaded clutches and pouches 
in all shades of pink can be 
found at FROU. They have 
scattered pearls and embroi- 
dery embellishment. Pewter 
metallic leathers come in ’70s 
inspired geometric shapes. 


GLEN MILLER for ANN 
TURK designs a range of 
elaborately beaded frame bags 
for BADGLEY MISCHKA. 
Other styles feature re-embroi- 
dered lace and embroidered 
hand painted silk. MATT 
MURPHY likes a mix of leath- 
ers, subtle colors, and soft 
textures in a collection that 
balances a classic sensibility 
with feminine details. Also 
exciting is his new group of 
exclusive hand printed satin 
bags in pale tints on gold. 
These are available in soft totes 
and a soft bag, all with signa- 
ture hardware detail. 
BURBERRY goes casually chic 
with the “Summer Blues” _ 
collection in indigo denim, 
trimmed with rich brown 
leather. Flap over shoulder 
bags and totes feature new 
Burberry badge hardware trim. 


Scarves and wraps are on the 
upswing for Spring. At OSCAR 
de la RENTA, they vary from 
oblong and neckerchiefs to 
large squares in luxury fabrics 
of silk chiffon, shantung and 
color blocked satins. SUSAN 
LAZAR does scarves and 
wraps in iridescent chiffon and 
tie-dyed chiffon with embroi- 
dery detailing. ADRIENNE 


LANDAU proposes bead or 
fringe trimmed crocheted 
stoles, and sequin touched 
tulle and organza wraps for 
glamorous evenings. 


Rounding out the accessory 
picture are BARBARA 
SHAUM’s simple, wide curved 
hip belts in beige, black or 
navy. In GERONIMO BY 
STEVEN DIGERONIMO, the 
designer shows them with his 
long, linen knit, tank dress. 
The wide brimmed shantung 
crusher, by DAVID COHEN, 
slips into its own zip-top cylin- 
drical plastic case. HOT SOX 
does wonderfully fresh looking 
‘70s inspired surreal garden 
themes, flower child, psyche- 
delic, space-dyed, textured and 
boucle socks. RALPH 
LAUREN’s new shorter ankle 
socks have elegant Art Deco 
details. JOAN & DAVID’s 
square link chain belt comes in 
a faux stone finish. Their cro- 
cheted casual hat with 
upturned brim is a charmer in 
toast; while the hand loomed 
silk and cashmere shawls 
provide excellent coverage for 
their buttery soft suede slip 
dresses and sportswear pieces. 
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with gold crocheted stole. For 
drop dead glamour — the 
dramatic black, stretch net, off- 
the shoulder gown, sprinkled 
with black caviar beads. 


ILL BLASS never wavers 
rom his commitment to pro- 
vide beautiful, wearable 
designs that enhance and 
flatter the female form. Spring 
‘98 is no exception, with some- 
thing to delight everyone! His 
palette offers both neutrals, 


such as gray, white and black, 
sparked with soft pastels and 
vivid bright raspberry, apple 
green, and red. Daywear in- 
cludes his favorite menswear 
pinstripes, in lightweight 
wools, interpreted into 
tailored, yet feminine suits. 
Evenings bring fantasy and 
romance with feminine gowns 
of cut velvet and glossy velvet 
along with lace, silks, and 
ruffles galore. Blass also offers 
a contemporary and sporty 
take for evening with his lace 


hooded sweatshirt; while 
simple separates like a pair of 
trousers is taken into evening 
via a stunning pearl adorned 
halter top or an off-the-shoul- 
der ruched black top. Other 
standouts include the elegant 
slouchy, white silk pinstripe 
pantsuit, with side-tie jacket; 
and the fabulous selection of 
strapless form-fitting column 
gowns in breathtaking 
fabrications. 
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shoulder tee and navy/white 
beaded mesh skirt are eye- 
catching. Items with a 
sculptural quality come to- 
gether in inspired ways at 
GABRIELLA ZANZANI. The 
best is her white linen, V-neck 
top with origami fold, paired 
with linen pants; and her gray 
caviar beaded, burgundy 
chiffon tank accenting a gray 
silk/cotton organza pantsuit. 
There’s a superb stone jersey 
long column, detailed with 
beading in a vine motif that 
traces down one side. Best 
looks at ISABEL TOLEDO are 
her simple jerseys — the enve- 
lope tank tucked into her 
directional ankle length sailor 
buttoned skirt of cream cotton, 
and the simple side-draped 
black jersey gown. CHRISTO- 
PHER TOTMAN’s tailored 
collection is gimmick free. Best 
designs include his clean white 
pantsuit, the halter-tied long 
column with off center neck- 
line, and the sheer indigo / 
black burnout tunic with high 
side-slits over white pants. 
Rooted in the couture is AN- 
TONIO GARCIA’s ice blue 
elongated jacket and cropped 
pants in butter silk/wool, and 








: May your Slolidays 
be filled with fey and (feed Will 


the long dramatic powder blue 
barathea military coat and 
short bustier dress. ; 


Also making their mark this 
season are some of the younger 
crop of designers. KATAYONE 
ADELI brings a minimalist 
esthetic (and hints of Helmut 
Lang) to her collection. Best 
are the ombréd sheer stretch 
hip bands draped across 
lightweight wool flat-front, 
low slung pants and sheer 
darted tank tops. She also does 
a nicely tailored placket front, 
knee length coat in camel 
wool. Under the GIRLS RULE 
banner are a group of young 
hip designers, and the return 
engagement of a ’70s icon," 
FIORUCCI. The latter is back 
for another go-round with 
their signature Angels logo: 
cute printed across the front of 
a white tank, which is shown 
with a zip-front cotton biker 
jacket and hipster jeans. An 
indigo denim fitted cowboy 
shirt, that is tied at the waist, 
looks fresh worn over a full 
skirted white “ball gown” skirt 
printed with lipstick kisses. 
Home girls will love 
COOLWEAR’s khaki cargo 
pants with red side-stripes and 


‘and may the CNew Year bring ©Poac5o to us all 
a Searfolt Wish 


from the entire staff of the 


O/H TERI 


npn] 






3/4 sleeve, red boat neck tee. 
Designer Natasha Morgan of 
SOAP offers a fresh take on 
denim in her navy, halter-tie 
sheath delineated with red top 
stitching at the Empire waist. 
At ROXY BY QUIKSILVER, 
California surfer chicks meet 
girls in the “Hood” in an up- 
beat collection that’s filled 
with ideas. Standouts include 
an orange plaid halter dress 
with crocheted cardigan; blue 
Tiki print, laced-front board 
pants with color blocked tank 
and crocheted cardigan; and 
their white brushed twill 
shorts with orange striped 
pucker top. 
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